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(CHD adopts stronger policy so funds used match church teaching
WASHINGTON (CNS) -- Under persistent criticism from a small but vocal
group of activists as well as questions from some bishops, leaders of the
(atholic Campaign for Human Development have established “stronger
policies and clearer mechanisms" to guide how grants are awarded to
poverty-fighting groups and strengthen oversight of how funds are spent.
Made public Oct. 26, the plan places greater emphasis on the Catholic iden-
tity of the 41-year-old program and renews the U.S. bishops' commitment
to fight poverty in all its forms, said Bishop Roger P.Morin of Biloxi, Miss.,
chairman of the bishops' CCHD subcommittee. "There were those who were
concerned that renewal in some way might mean moving away from a pri-
ority of helping the poor achieve greater self-sufficiency. There is a reaffir-
mation that the CCHD will continue to have a priority for the poor and in
helping the poor to help themselves.That has not changed," Bishop Morin
told Catholic News Service."For CCHD, its focus always was on poverty and
trying to always find the best method of dynamics or organizations to ad-
dress poverty at the local level," he said. A 15-page document outlining the
changes, "The Review and Renewal of the Catholic Campaign for Human
Development," provides a "road map for the renewal" of the program. It in-
cludes 10 commitments under which the program will operate. "These 10
commitments are neither an abandonment of CCHD's foundations nor are
they an effort to repackage 'business as usual,"" the document states.

Pilgrim pope:Journey to Spain highlights traditional, modern faith
VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- Pope Benedict XVI has said he's heading to Spain
Nov.6-7 as a pilgrim, and the trip will give him an opportunity to partici-
pate in the most popular foot pilgrimage in Europe, the "camino" or jour-
ney to Santiago de Compostela. His pilgrimage also will give him an
opportunity to pay homage to a more modern expression of a Spaniard's
faith when he travels to Barcelona for the dedication of Antoni Gaudi's
Church of the Holy Family, more widely known by its Spanish name,
Sagrada Familia. As a pilgrim, the pope is expected to highlight the virtue
of hope and the church's mission of charity in an increasingly secularized
nation. A traditionally Catholic country, Spain has embarked on a number of
policies that have caused local bishops much concern. Since Prime Minister
Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero came to power in 2004, church leaders have
protested the scrapping of religion classes from the state school curriculum
and cuts in funding for Spain's private schools.They also have taken issue
with the government over its relaxation of divorce laws, legalization of gay
marriage and legislation to make abortion more accessible. Pope Benedict
obviously has something to say about the direction Spain is moving and the
trip -- the pope's 18th visit abroad -- is likely to include pleas that
Spaniards recognize how much the faith has and continues to contribute to
the country, a theme Pope Benedict has continually shone the spotlight on
during his pontificate.

‘New Evangelization’ is to
be theme for 2010 synod

By John Thavis
Catholic News Service

VATICANCITY (CNS) - Pope Benedict
XVI has chosen "new evange-
lization" as the theme for the
next world Synod of Bishops
in 2012.

The pope said the topic re-
flects a need to re-evangelize
in countries where Christian
faith and practice have de-
clined, and where people
"have even moved away
from the church.”

The pope made the an-
nouncement at the end of
his homily at the closing
Mass Oct. 24 for the special
Synod of Bishops for the

Middle East, which focused
on the pastoral challenges of
the region. He said that dur-
ing the October synod, bish-
ops spoke of the "need to
offer the Gospel anew to
people who do not know it
very well."

"What was often evoked
was the need for a new evan-
gelization for the Middle East
as well. This was quite a
widespread theme, espe-
cially in the countries where
Christianity has ancient
roots," he said.

The pope said he chose the
next synod topic, "The new
evangelization for the trans-
mission of the Christian
faith," after consulting with

the world's episcopate. He
recently created the Pontifi-
cal Council for Promoting
New Evangelization, and has
made re-evangelizing a main
theme of his pontificate.

Pope Benedict has
presided over two world
synods, one on the Eucharist
and one on Scripture, as well
as regional synods for Africa
and the Middle East. He
streamlined the format of
these encounters to allow for
more exchange of opinion,
and has sometimes joined in
the discussions.

His apostolic letter on the
synod on Scripture, held in
2008, was expected late this
year.

Pope: bishops must educate
faithful to vote against abortion

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

VATICANCITY ((NS) - Bishops must
guide their faithful to use
their vote to oppose efforts
to legalize abortion and eu-
thanasia, Pope Benedict XVI
told bishops from Brazil.

"Dear brother bishops, to
defend life we must not fear
hostility or unpopularity,
and we must refuse any
compromise or ambiguity
which might conform us to
the world's way of thinking,"
the pope said Oct. 28 during
a meeting with bishops from
northeast Brazil.

The bishops were making
their "ad limina" visits to re-
port on the status of their
dioceses.

Pope Benedict did not
mention the fact that Brazil-
ians were to vote Oct. 31 ina
presidential election, but
said he wanted to discuss
with the bishops their obli-
gation to give their faithful
the information and moral
guidance they need to en-
sure their political decisions
contribute to the true good
of humanity.

Both of Brazil's presiden-
tial candidates, Dilma Rouss-
eff and Jose Serra, have said
they oppose lifting restric-
tions on abortion, but
Brazil's anti-abortion laws
still have been a recurrent
theme in the campaign.

Pope Benedict told the
Brazilian bishops that while
direct involvement in poli-
tics is the responsibility of
the laity, "when the funda-
mental rights of the person
or the salvation of souls re-
quires it, pastors have a seri-
ous duty to make moral
judgments even in political
matters."

Certain actions and politi-
cal policies, such as abortion
and euthanasia, are "intrinsi-
cally evil and incompatible
with human dignity" and
cannot be justified for any
reason, the pope said.

While some may claim
they support abortion or eu-
thanasia to defend the weak

and the poor, "who is more
helpless than an unborn
child or a patient in a vegeta-
tive or terminal state?" he
said.

"When political positions
openly or covertly include
plans to decriminalize abor-
tion and euthanasia, the
democratic ideal - which is
truly democratic only when
it acknowledges and safe-
guards the dignity of every
human person -- is betrayed
at its foundations,” Pope
Benedict told the bishops.

Bishops and priests have
an obligation to help
Catholic laity live in a way
that that is faithful to the
Gospel in every aspect of
their lives, including their
political choices, he said.
"This also means that in cer-
tain cases, pastors should re-
mind all citizens of their
right and duty to use their
vote to promote the com-
mon good," the pope said.


















